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October  1953 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Councillors 
Cowbridge  Borough  Council, 


I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952  which  is  being 
prepared  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  in  their  Circular 
^53  (V/ales)  and  in  particular  upon  such  matters  as  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  the  water  supply,  sewerage,  food,  statistics  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

The  health  of  the  reL,idents  of  the  Borough  has  been  satisfactory  during 
the  year  and  only  one  notification  of  infectious  disease  was  reported  this 
being  Infantile  paralysis  in  a  child  who  had  paralysis  in  the  left  leg. 

We  received  no  notifications  of  any  other  disease.  There  were  several  oaases 
of  food  poisoning  an  account  of  -rohich  appears  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  population  according  to  the  Registrar  General's  estimate  has  again 
fallen  to  1,035  as  against  1,069  for  the  previous  year.  There  were  17  births 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age. 

The  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  had  not  been 
started  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  a  number  of  joint  meetings  between  the 
two  authorities  had  taken  place  when  matters  of  mutual  interest  were  considered. 
It  is  hoped  that  an  early  start  will  be  made  on  the  works  during  1953. 

There  were  no  new  Council  or  Private  Houses  built  during  the  year  but 
there  was  one  case  where  reconditioning  works  were  carried  out  under  the 
Improvement  Section  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Mayor,  Aldemen,  Councillors  and  Officials  of  the 
Council  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year. 


I  am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
G.  McKBI  THOMAS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SCXJIAL  COKDITIONS 


The  Borough  of  Cov^bridge  comprises  an  area  of  84  acres,  on  the  main  as 
highway  from  Lond  on  to  Fishguard.  It  is  a  veiy  ancient  Borough  foimed  in 
its  present  state  probably  early  in  the  13th  century  and  at  this  period  was 
ranked  in  Glamorgan  as  second  only  to  Cardiff.  It  has  not  devoloped  to 
any  considerable  extent  and  for  the  past  100  years  the  population  has  been 
almost  static  over  this  period. 

The  Borough  is  the  natural  centre  of  the  fertile  Vale  of  Glamorgan  and 
the  principal  industries  are  clearly  connected  with  agricultural  pursuits 
such  as  agricultural  merchants,  agricultural  engineers  and  shops  and  professic 
offices  which  spesialise  in  country  requirements. 

Public  mains  water  is  available  throughout  the  area  and  a  house  to  house 
refuse  collection  is  carried  out  at  weekly  intervals.  Electricity  is  also 
provided  in  all  parts  of  the  area.  The  drainage,  unfortunately,  is  totally 
inadequate  and  generally  insanitary,  but  a  sewerage  scheme  is  now  proposed 
and  will  probably  commence  early  in  1953. 

There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  area.  The  factories  which  are  here 
engage  a  small  number  of  employees  some  of  whom  are  members  of  the  owners* 
own  families. 

A  list  of  the  factories  registered  with  the  Council  is  as  follows: - 

1.  Itr.  A.  Sanders,  Boot  Repairer. 

2.  Messrs.  D.  Brown  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Printers. 

3.  Messrs.  Arthur  Jones  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Builders  Yard. 

4.  Messrs.  Robert  Thomas  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  do. 

5.  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Morgan  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Brewers, 

6.  Mr,  Prank  Sanders  (Cowbridge)  Ltd,,  Garage  proprietor. 

7.  Mr,  R.  0.  Jones,  do, 

8.  Wales  Gas  Board,,  Gas  Holders, 

9-  Mr,  A.  H.  Jones,  Garage  Proprietor. 

10,  Glamorgan  County  Council,  Builders  yard, 

11.  Messrs,  A.  E.  Harries  &  Co.,  Motor  Engineers. 


SECTION  "A" 


2. 


STATISTICS  AN.J  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


JiT'QQ,  ^ In  Qciro s)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  book  *, 

Sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate  . 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  , . ,  * . 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate) . . 


309 

£26.  16s.  7d. 

£6,463 

1035 


EXTRACTS  FRai  VITiiL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births 


Births  registered  -  1952 


Legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  live  births 


Still  Births 


Legitimate  still  births 
Illegitimate  still  births 


Birth  Rate  per  1.000  Population 

Crude  Birth  Rote  Cowbridge  Borough 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Birth  Rate  for  Administrative  County  of 
Glamorgan 

Birth  Rate  for  Urban  Area  in  the 
Administrative  County 


Male 

8 

Female 

9 

Total 

17 

8 

9 

17 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Nil 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

16,43 

15.3 

16.16 

16.49 


Infant  Mortality 

Ntanber  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
Infant  mortality  rate  for  Cowbridge  per 
1,000  births 

Infant  mortality  for  England  and  Wales 
Infant  mortality  for  Administrative  County 
of  Glamorgan 

Infant  mortality  for  Urban  Areas  in 
Glamorgan 


Nil 

Nil 

27.60 

34.38 

35.84 


Death  Rate  per  1.000  population 


Crude  death  rate  for  Cowbridge  Borough  11.59 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.3 

Death  rate  for  Administrative  County  of 
Glamorgan  11 • 57 

Death  rate  for  Urban  Areas  in  Glamorgan  11.98 


Causes  of  Death  1952 


Disease 

Male 

Pemale 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respirator-/ 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  cf  nervous  system 

- 

2 

2 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1 

mm 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nepl.rcsis 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  :lll-deflnel  diseases 

1 

«ai* 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accilents 

2 

- 

2 

Total 

8 

4 

12 

SECTION 

CEETEn/'L  PRO. '"Ir. ICE'  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
YfITHI.:  THE  BOROUGH _ 

(a)  Medical  Office:'  of  Hec.lth, 

G.  McKiir,  Thonss  Kff.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. ,  L.D.S. ,  D.P.H.  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (part  time  -  holds  appointments  \vith  Cardiff  and  Cowbridge 
Rural  District  Ceu.i’ci.ls, ) 

( b )  Sanitajpr  ^spec -cor ^ 

Hubert  Thomas  I.R  R,  San  I„ ,  M.S.I.A.  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(part  tem.e  holds  appoin’cmenr  vri eh  Cowbridge  R, D.C.) 

Certificate  of  Royal  ,':r.nitai'y  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Examination  Johat  Boaid,  Meat  and  pood  Inspectors  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sani  -ajry  institute 

Ambulance  pacilities. 


All  ambulance  serehLces,  including  the  removal  of  infectious  patients, 
are  carried  out  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  as  the  local  health  authority 
operating  the  National  Healuh  Sem/iccs  Act,  1947. 

One  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the  To’.vn  Hall,  Cowbridge.  The  local  Ambulance 
Head  Quarters  are  at  Aberhenfig. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  no  ho-cpitals  or  nr*r3ing  homes  within  the  area.  Infectious 
cases  are  usually  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cefn  Hirgoed  although 
under  regionalisation  specific  cases  might  be  admitted  to  other  more 
convenient  hospitals. 

Medical  and  surgical  cas'^s  are  ad’^rlTted  to  any  of  the  Board* s  hospitals 
in  Bridgend  and  Cardiff,  By  arrangement  v/ith  the  Air  Ministry  several  civilian- 
in  the  area  have  been  treated  at  the  hospital  at  the  Royal  Air  porce  Station, 

St,  Athan, 

Maternity  cas'^s  n,c<ijpiiy  enter  the  Bridgend  Hospital  or  St,  Athan  R.A.P. 
Hospital, 

Ear,  nose  and  threat  diseases,  in  children  under  15  years  of  age  are  dealt 
with  in  the  Ear,  Nvose  and  Throat  Hospital,  Cowbridge  Road,  Ely,  Cardiff.  In 
addition,  some  patients  r<::3ei-re  treatment  at  the  Bridgend  Hospital, 


Laboratory  Facilities. 


All  pathological  specimsns  are  e:^amined  at  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
Public  Laboratory  at  Cardiff  and  chemical  aoialyses  are  carried  out  by  the 
Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


SANITAEl  CIRCUl  [STANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply . 

An  adequate  supply  of  v/holesorae  water  is  available  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  area  and  with  one  exception  all  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected 
to  the  public  se|s»0tv  The  water  is  of  a  hi^  bacteriological  quality  but 
very  hard.  It  is  not  subject  to  plumbo  solvent  action. 

The  administration  of  the  v/ater  undertaking  is  carried  out  by  the  Mid- 
Glamorgan  Water  Board  of  which  the  Borou^  Council  is  a  constituent  member, 

Fwimiring  Baths  and  Pools, 

The  Borough  Council  operate  an  open  air  swimming  pool  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  to\7n.  This  is  now  falling  into  disuse  and  disrepair  and  was  not 
officially  used  during  the  year. 


Schools. 

There  are  two  schools  within  the  area;  one  is  the  Cowb ridge  Grammar 
School  and  the  other  the  Pont  fa  en  Elonentary  School,  The  Cowbridge  Grammar 
School  both  at  the  school  block  and  at  the  old  hall  is  provided  with  water 
closets  draining  to  cesspools.  One  drain  however,  discharges  almost  crude 
sewage  into  the  river. 

Further  representations  were  made  to  the  Education  Authorities  for  the 
conversion  of  the  existing  earth  closets  at  the  Pontfaen  School  into  water 
closets.  During  the  year  a  scheme  was  approved  and  the  Council  were  informed 
that  steps  would  be  taken  to  cariry  out  the  conversion  vwork  as  soon  as  possible 
The  scheme  provides  for  connecting  to  the  Cowbridge  Lime  Sewage  Disposal  plant 

Riv ers  and  Streams , 

The  River  Thaw  flows  through  the  town  and  is  heavily  contaminated  by 
crude  sewage  which  discharges  at  various  points.  The  Glamorgan  River  Board 
and  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  have  approved  plans  for  the  straightening 
of  the  river  through  the  tovwi  and  the  provision  of  a  new  bridge  at  High  Street 

It  is  anticipated  that  this  work  when  carried  out  will  make  a  considerabl 
improvement  in  the  flooding  v/hich  arises  from  time  to  time  along  the  river 
bank  north  of  the  town. 


HOUSING. 

(a)  New  Council  Houses.  .To  Council  Houses  were  in  progress  or  completed 
during  the  year  1952,  The  progress  made  prior  to  the  1939~45  ’^’’'^ar  is  set  out 
below:  - 

Houses  erected  by  the  Council  prsior  to  1939  12 

Houses  erected  since  1945  36 

Total  houses  provided  under  the  Housing  Acts  IS 


In  addition,  the  Borough  CounciTl  ov/n  7  older  cottages. 


4 
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5. 

HOUSIM;.  (Contd.) 


During  the  year  Improvements  were  carried  out  to  some  of  these  older 
cottages  including  the  re-conditioning  of  a  kitchen  of  one  house.  Five  of 
these  cottages  are  now  provided  v/ith  water  closets  and  each  has  a  household 
sink  connected  to  satislactory  drainage  systems.  The  absence  of  adequate 
ground  for  the  provision  of  a  cesspool  has  prevented  the  Council  from  providing 
water  sanitation  in  the  two  remaining  cottages.  These  will  undoqbtedly  receive 
attention  when  the  new  sewer  is  provided  in  the  airea, 

(b)  Private  Enterprise.  No  houses  v/ere  built  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year, 

(c)  Selection  of  Tenants,  All  tenants  of  Council  Houses  are  selected  by 

means  of  the  point  scheme.  Under  this  system  the  heme  of  the  applicant  is 

inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Borough  Agent,  By  this  means  the 
Council  House  tenants  are  selected  giving  due  regard  to  those  living  in  over¬ 
crowded  or  insanitary  conditions. 

Demolition  of  Closure  of  Unfit  Houses,  In  the  absence  of  any  Council  Housing 
Programme  during  the  year  no  further  action  was  taken  for  demolition  or  closure 
of  individual  unfit  houses.  There  are  still  several  houses  in  the  Borough 
to  be  dealt  v/ith  under  this  section  of  the  Housing  Act,  193^  and  the  necessary 
action  will  be  taken  when  new  houses  are  available. 

Housing  Act,  1949;  Improvement  Grants.  The  Borough  Council  received  and 
considered  an  application  for  one  improvement  grant  during  the  year, 

A  grant  of  £220  was  made  to  the  owner  and  the  scheme  was  approved  by  the 
V/elsh  Office  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-ovemment, 

POULTRY  KEEPING  m  COUNCIL’S  HOUSING  ESTATES. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  submitted  a  report  to  the  Council  on  the  question 
of  poultry  keeping  on  the  Council's  housing  estates  and  the  standards  set  out 
were  accepted  to  be  applied  to  all  Council  Houses  in  the  area,  A  summary  of 
the  standard  conditions  is  as  follovj-s;- 

Poultry  may  be  kept;- 

(a)  in  intensive  poultry  houses,  (bj  in  roosting  houses  with  covered  scratching 
sheds,  (c)  in  laying  batteries,  (d)  in  a  combination  of  1,  2  and  3. 

The  poultry  premises  (other  than  batteries)  should,  if  possible,  provide  a 
minimum  floor  space  of;- 

(a)  5  sq.ft,  per  bird  in  the  intensive  house, 

(b)  10  sq.ft,  per  bird  in  the  roosting  house  and  scratching  shed. 

No  poultry  premises  should  exceed  one  quarter  of  the  total  available  area 
as  may  be  provided  in  the  Byylaws  of  the  Local  Authority  and  should  be  situated 
at  a  suitable  distance  from  any  dwelling  house. 

Every  poultry  house  etc,  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  at  least  once  a 
week  and  more  often  if  necessary.  The  droppings  and  soil  litter  to  be 
removed  and  stores  in  a  properly  kept  and  maintained  compost  heap. 

The  whole  of  the  poultry  premises  should  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition  both  internally  and  externally. 

plans . 

The  following  plans  were  submitted  for  approval  under  the  Building  Byelaws-; - 


1)  New  houses  or  conversion  of  buildings  into  houses  Nil 

2)  Additions  or  alterations  to  houses  or  business  premises  Nil 

3)  Drainage  work  1 

4)  Stores  or  garages  1 


I 


:  ’"v  i. 


PUBLIC  CLEA'TSINC. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  The  collection  of  refuse  is  carried  cut 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  by  arrangement  ^vith  the  Cowbridge 
Rural  District  Council,  A  modern  refuse  vehicle  is  used  for  the  purpose, 

A  once  weekly  collection  is  mace  from  private  dwellings  but  canteens  and 
hotels  receive  a  service  twice  weekly.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Rural 
District  Council’s  refuse  site  at  L'ianmihangel  some  three  miles  from  the  Borough, 

During  September  1952  the  refuse  collected  from  the  Borough  was  weighed 
ever  a  period  of  one  week  v^hen  it  vias  found  that  the  weight  of  refuse  collected 
and  disposed  of  v/as  1+  tons.  19  cwts, 

(b)  Refuse  B:?ns,  There  are  still  approximately  two  thirds  of  the  houses  in  the 
Borougn  without  satisfactory  refuse  bins.  Other  receptacles  used  are  chiefly 
buckets,  baths  and  boxes  which  besides  being  insanitary  are  unsightly  in 
appearance  and  are  frequently  upset  prior  to  collection.  This  increases  the 
work  of  street  cleansing  on  refuse  collection  days, 

(c)  Street  Cleansing.  The  sca-'.Tenging  of  streets  and  highways  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council  by  "direct  labour, 

(d)  Cesspool  Emptying.  The  Borou^  Council  has  an  airrangement  vd.th  the  Rural 
District  for  the  use  of  their  cesspool  emptier.  The  charge  is  recovered  from 
rhe  occupiers  concerned. 


Sn/7AGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  Borough  Council  own  a  small  sewage  disposal  plant  serving  the  new 
houses  recently  developed  at  The  Limes,  The  works  are  actually  within  the 
Rural  Area,  They  function  reasonably  satisfactorily.  The  sludge  is  removed 
by  the  District  Council’s  cesspool  emptier  as  the  occasion  demands, 

A  summary  of  the  samples  taken  by  the  Glamorgan  Rivers  Board  pollution 


Officer  during  the  year  is  set  out  below;- 

Samples  of  effluent  satisfactory  5 

Samples  of  effluent  partially  satisfactory  5 

Samples  unsatisfactory^  ___! 

Total  samples  taken  11 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

The  Borough  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  large  agricultural  area  and 
has  no  factories  or  indnstries  which  discharge  smoke  or  dust  into  the  atmosphere* , 
"?he  area  is  therefore,  free  from  atmospheric  pollution, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1956, 

C^AIv'IPIMG  LICEHCES. 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  station  a  caravan  within  the  Borough 
Boundary  was  received  during  the  year.  The  application  was  approved  and  the 
camping  was  carried  out  in  an  orderly  and  satisfactory  manner. 

The  caravan  was  still  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


'1::"  ■ 


7. 


DOMESTIC  PESTS. 

(a)  Rodent  Control, 

During  the  year  the  Borough  Council  made  arrangements  with  the  Rural 
District  Council  for  the  use  of  their  rxxient  operative,  A  complete  survey 
of  the  Town  was  made  and  15  praises  were  treated  as  set  out  on  the  attached 
schedule, 

WARPARIN  the  new  anti-coagulent  material  was  used  almost  exclusively. 

This  substance  prevents  blood  clotting  and  the  great  safety  factor  is  its 
gradual  action.  Rodents  have  to  feed  on  Warfarin  containing  bait  for  a  number 
of  days  before  it  takes  effect.  The  material  is  tasteless  and  odourless  and 
causes  no  pain  or  other  symptoms  that  rodents  would  attribute  to  their  food, 
no  bait-shyness  or  poison-prejudice  is  produced.  The  bait  is  particularly 
attractive  to  rodents  being  prepared  from  specially  selected  oatmeal  with  which 
the  Warfarin  is  blended  to  ensure  even  distribution.  Rodents  die  painless 
from  internal  haemorrhage  in  three  to  seven  days. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  set  out  below; - 


Type  of  Property 

properties  in 
area 

No 

Inspected 

Minor  infestations 
of  rats  and  mice 
found 

Treatment 

carried 

out 

Local  authority 
premises 

3 

3 

1 

1 

Dwelling  houses 

309 

309 

8 

.8 

Business  premises 

51 

51 

8 

Agricultural  premises 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

363 

363 

_ 

17 

15 

The  only  public  sewers  in  the  town  are  «ld  box  sewers  with  no  access  and 
it  is  not  possible  to  treat  these  in  accordance  with  the  practice  set  down  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 

(b)  Bed  Bu  .gs.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  treat  any  premises  for  the 
presence  of  bed  bu^s  or  other  similar  domestic  pests  during  the  year* 

(c)  Other  Pests,  The  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  advice  where  required  on 
modern  methods  of  eradicating  other  domestic  pests,  such  as  cockroaches  etc, 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEV/ERAGE. 


Cowbridge  and  Llanblethian  Joint  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Tenders  for  this  scheme  were  received  during  1952  and  after  lengthy 
negotiations  between  the  Borough  and  Rural  Areas  and  the  Welsh  Office  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  a  tender  was  accepted  by  the  Ministry , 

The  scheme  includes  the  sewering  of  the  whole  of  the  Borough,  The  seirage 
v/ill  drain  to  Llanblethian  by  gravitation  and  will  then  be  pumped  to  a  new 
biological  sewage  disposal  plant  near  the  Lake  Farm  in  the  Cowbridge  Rural  Area, 

Schedules  of  the  existing  drainage  and  sanitary  conveniences  are  given 
on  the  attached  schedule. 
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Schedules  of  the  Existing  Drainage  cuid  Sanitary  Conveniences 

in  the  Borough  are  ^iven  below. 


DRAINAGE. 


Disposal 

Y/’orks 

-  ■  . . “1 

Cesspools 

Soakaways 

r 

To 

Rirer 

No 

Drain 

Total 

Private  Dwellings 

36 

114 

45 

83 

31 

309 

Other  Premises 

- 

23 

2 

15 

12 

54 

TOTAL 

36 

139 

47 

98 

43 

363 

.  ■ .  ■»-  ..—a 

SANiTARi  coimmmcES, 


. ..  . 

Water  Closets 
(including  hand 
flushed  water 
closets, ) 

r  ..*■  ■ "  • 

Pails 

Vaults 
(including 
Middens, ) 

NO 

Conven¬ 

ience. 

Total 

Private  D'^vellings 

163 

40 

106 

- 

} 

309 

Other  Premises 

35 

5 

1 

13 

54  j 

TOTAL 

198 

45 

107 

13 

363 
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I'lILK  SUPPLY. 

The  one  remaining  purveyor  retailing  Ungraded  Milk  in  the  Borough 
transferred  his  business  during  the  year  and  as  a  result  all  mdilk  at  present 
sold  within  the  area  is  now  either  Tuberculin  Testbd,  pasteurised  or  Tuberculin 
Tested  (pasteurised)  Milk, 

There  are  no  dairies  registered  within  the  Borough,  The  Distributors 
concerned  having  dairies  in  the  adjoining  Rural  Area, 


The  results  of  samples  taken  are  set  out  below; - 

(a)  Samples  of  Milk  for  Bacteriological  Examination, 


Designation, 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Samples  of  pasteurised  milk 

5 

3 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

1 

5 

(pastairised)  milk 

1 

- 

1 

Samples  of  Ungraded  milk 

3 

- 

3 

Total 

13 

1 

14 

(b)  Samples  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli, 

Three  samples  of  milk  v/ere  taken  for  examination  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli,  One  result  indicated  that  Tubercle  Bacilli  was  present  in 
the  milk.  This  milk  was  from  a  Tuberculin  Tested  herd  and  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  for  investigation.  The  milk  was  diverted  for  Pasteurisation 
while  the  further  enquiries  ¥/ere  taking  place.  The  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  finally  reported  that  after  a  thorough  clinical  examination,  supplemented 
by  a  tuberculin  test,  he  was  qnable  to  discover  any  animal  in  the  herd  which 
gave  milk  containing  Tubercle  Bacilli, 

Further  samples  taken  proved  the  milk  to  be  free  from  Tubercle  Bacilli 
and  the  milk  was  again  released  from  pasteurisation, 

(c)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949* 

Number  of  distributors  on  Register  4 

Number  of  dairies  registered  Nil 

(d)  Milk  (Special  pesigmtions)  Regulations. 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorising  the  use  of  Special 
Designa  tions; - 

(a)  Pasteurised . 3  (h)  Tuberculin  Tested  . 2 

(c)  Tuberculin  Tested 

(pasteurised)  ,2 


'  j  .rt: 


*  o  • 
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•  OTIER  POODS. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938;  Section  14. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  of 
sausages,  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods  ,  ,,,*  ,,  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

1C0  C •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••  2 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ,,  4 

ICE  OREM. 

Although  2  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  only- 
one  actually  manufactured  ice  cream  during  the  year. 


The  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  under  review  are  as  follows; - 


provisional  Grade, 

provisional  interpretation. 

1 

No,  of  Samples, 

1 

Satisfactory 

9 

2 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Nil 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

1 

4 

Very  unsatisfactory 

. 

Nil 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  samples  fell  into  grade  4  during  the 
year  and  90^  of  the  samples  taken  were  in  grade  1,  A  table  giving  the 
comparis'on  of  analyses  of  previous  years  is  set  out  below;- 


Provisional  Grade 

Percentage  of  Samples 

in  Cowb ridge  Borough 

1947 

194B 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1,  Satisfactory 

33.3 

16.7 

25.0 

100,0 

45.5 

90.0 

2,  Fairly  Satisfactory 

16.7 

Nil 

25.0 

Nil 

36.4 

Nil 

3,  Unsatisfactoiy 

50,0 

66,6 

25.0 

Nil 

Nil 

10.0 

4.  Very  Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

16.7 

25.0 

Nil 

18,2 

Nil 

-  .  

INSFECTION  AND  CONDEMNATION  OF  UNSOUND  FOODS. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  v/ithin  the  area  and  butchers  receive  their 
meat  and  offal  from  theMihistry  of  Pood  Slaughterhouse  at  Barry,  The  meat 
concerned  is  inspected  before  it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse  but  occasionally 
internal  decomposition  is  found  after  delivery  to  the  butcher’s  shop  in  the 
area.  In  such  cases  the  meat  is  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  who 
issues  a  certificate  for  the  amount  of  meat  condemned,.  The  condemned  meat 
is  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Pood  Slau^terhouse  at  Barry  where  it  is  disposed 
of  by  arrangement  with  a  firm  who  steam  sterilise  the  unsound  food  before 
converting  it  into  animal  food  stuffs. 

Inspections  are  also  made  of  all  types  of  food  stuffs  in  grocers  and  other 
food  shops  and  articles  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  are  condemned 
and  the  ndcessary  certificates  are  issued  to  the  dealer  concerned.  The  amount 
of  food  condemned  during  the. year  under  review  is  set  out  below. 


Class  of  Food, 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Butchers  meat 

329 

14 

1^ 

Fruit 

3 

Other  tinned  foods 

4 

7 

337 


•« 


f 
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SHOPS. 

In  view  of  the  absence  of  a  public  sewer,  which  has  resulted  in  many 
drainage  difficulties  within  the  Borough,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  implement 
the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  which  deals  with  the  provision  of  adequate 
washing  facilities  in  food  premises,  etc.  In  addition'  it  has  not  been  possible 
in  many  cases  to  implement  the  Shops  Act  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
sanitary  conveniences  etc. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  IHPECTIQUS 

AiJD  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases.  Only  one  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  area 
in  the  year  under  review.  This  was  a  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  •(  Hif antilb 
paralysis.)  The  patient  was  a  child  of  18  months.  The  paralysis  was  limited 
to  the  left  leg. 

He  was  admitted  to  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  in  the  acute  stage  and  v/as 
later  receiving  treatment  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital, 

Tuberculosis.  One  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Two  persons  recovered  from  the  disease. 

There  was  one  death  from  the  disease.  This  person  was  not  nctified  as 

suffering  from  tuberculosis  prior  to  death.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year 

is  as  follows 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non  Pulmonary 

On  Register  at 
the  31st  December, 
1952 

- 

1 

3 

- 

4 

I/IASS  RADIOGRAPHT. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  not  yet  arranged  for  the  return  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  but  it  is  hoped  that  arrangements  will  be  made  within 
the  next  year  for  the  Unit  to  visit  the  area  and  undertake  a  Mass  Radiography 
Survey  particularly  for  those  people  who  were  not  examined  on  the  first  occasion, 

FOOD  POISONING. 


One  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  August  1932  involving  14  cases 
two  of  v/hom  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment.  As  a 
result  of  investigations  carried  out  it  was  ascertained  that  the  cause  of  the 
outbreak  was  attributed  to  the  sale  of  pressed  beef  containing  staphylococcus 
aureus  and  this  organism  was  isolated  and  identified  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  as  being  present  in  the  specimens  of  the  remainder  portions  of  the 
pressed  beef  recovered  and  in  the  stools  frcm  the  persons  infected  with  the 
food  poisoning.  The  remaining  pressed  beef  in  the  possession  of  the  butcher 
was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Butchers^  meat  is  liable  to  contamination  by  certain  types  of  organisms 
and  these,  under  suitable  conditions,  can  rapidly  increase  and  produce  symptoms 
of  illness  at  times. 
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FOOD  POISONSTG  jjContd. ) 

The  methods  of  manufacture  of  this  meat  pi^oduct  were  inspected  and  certain 
conditions  were  dra'wn  to  the  attention  of  the  butcher  concerned.  The  meat 
was  prepared  in  a  room  which  was  not  regarded  as  part  of  the  butcher  business 
and  the  butcher  was  informed  that  this  mom  was  not  to  be  used  in  future. 

Several  conditions  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  at  the  premises 
and  these  received  attention  by  the  occupier. 

The  patients  recovered  rapidly  from  the  poisoning  and  those  admitted 
to  hospital  were  discharged  within  a  day  or  so, 

CIMIvIAS. 


There  is  one  cinema  in  the  area.  This  is  constructed  of  permanent 
materials.  The  premises  are  used  on  three  days  a  week  only  for  evening 
performances  only.  The  conditions  are  reasonable  but  one  item  of  work  is 
outstanding. 


NATIONiiL  ASSISTMCE.  ACT.  19^. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  report  on  the  action  token  in  connection  with  Factories  in  the  area 
is  set  out  below:- 


V 


I 


4.  »>• 
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SmPIARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  SANITiiRY  INSPECTOR^  1932. 


Inspections 

Prelininaiy  j 
Notices 

Statutoiy 

Notices 

I 

Sev/ers  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Works 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Drainage 

27 

1 

Nil 

Meat  and  poods 

28 

1 

Nil 

Milk  and  Dairies 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

Housing 

47 

Nil 

Nil 

Public  Health  Act 

159 

Nil 

Nil 

Infectious  Disease 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

Disinfection 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  and  Y/orkshops 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

House  Refuse 

49 

Nil 

Nil 

Water  Supplies 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

V/orks  in  Progress 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Miscellaneous 

20 

Nil 

Nil 

.  .  d 

i 

Total 

3S6 

2 

Nil 

r  -• 


